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Map depicting the Alberta portion of Crowsnest Pass.
Courtesy Heritage Crowsnest.

Bellevue’s Front Street showing the two-story Bellevue Café with
wooden sidewalk on which Constable Frederick Bailey and
Corporal Ernest Usher died. Photo Circa 1920.
Courtesy of Heritage Crowsnest.




Tom Bassoft: 5°8”: dark complexion; black hair; heavy dark moustache;
one of his eyes crossed; brown checked suit; light colored large cowboy
hat; well known locally in Lethbridge. Description, RCMP Superintendent
P.W. Pennefather. Photo 1920, by Unknown. Glenbow Library and Archives.
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Sometimes identified as George
Akroff the individual depicted
looks suspiciously like Alex
Auloff. “5’ 8”; clean shaven;
round face; dark complexion;
black hair; khaki suit; Norfolk
Style with loops for belt but

no belt; white shirt; long dark
brown, nearly black boots,
reaching to knee; light coloured
cowboy hat; Came from Great
Falls ten days ago”

Description provided by R.C.M.P
Superintendent PW. Pennefather.

Alex Auloft’s arrest photo, (alias
Holoff). “5’ 8”; clean shaven;

black suit; dark brown hair; fresh
complexion; black dress shoes; light
cowboy hat; Came from Great Falls
ten days ago.”

Description provided by RCMP
Superintendent P.W. Pennefather

Properly marked as “Train Robber.
He looks rather relaxed, likely the
result of deciding to plead guilty
and accept the consequences.”
Ausby, (Alex) Auloff, train robber,
Crowsnest Pass, Alberta.” Photo 1920,
by Unknown. Glenbow Library and Archives.



A CPR train coach circa 1920s, similar to The toilet area in the coach depicted in the

the one on which the three Russian bandits coach in above previous photo. It was in a
travelled. The toilet was located at the end toilet such as this that George Akroff hid until
of the car to the left. Cranbrook History Centre. he stepped out to accost Conductor Sam Jones.

Cranbrook History Centre.
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Conductor Sam Jones’s watch and chain, seized by Ausby Auloft
The watch cost Jones $96.00. Courtesy Heritage Crowsnest
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Department of the Interior, Map of Crowsnest Pass, 1913-14
“Relief shown by contours, hachures and spot heights.
Shows pack trails, watercourses, intermittent flow,
elevations, triangulation and towns.”

From photographic surveys by M.P. Bridgeland, D.L.S.
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Photo of a CPR train at Crows Nest Station, circa 1920. Library Archives Canada,
Could this have been the train that was robbed? Record Group 18, Vol. 3281,
1920 - HQ-713-K-1.

Courtesy of Heritage Crowsnest.




A youthful-looking Constable Frederick Bailey, PAA.
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A photo of a youthful Corporal Ernest Usher with details of his death
and along with an update on the continued search for Thomas Bassoff,

Usher’s supposed killer. Edmonton Journal August 11, 1920.




Alberta Provincial Police Detachment, Bellevue. It was here that
Corporal Usher answered the phone and received the tip that the
Sentinel train bandits might be at Bellevue Café.

Courtesy Glenbow Archives.

The Frank Slide, Frank, Alberta. The slide occurred with the collapse of Turtle
Mountain, on April 29, 1903 at 4:10 a.m. The photo is deceptive in that more than 83
million tonnes of rock contains small rubble and gigantic boulders fell. It was in this

mass of rock that Bassoft sought refuge following the shootout. Bellevue is located out
of the picture on the bottom right where Bassoff would have entered the fringe of the
slide. Also not depicted is the Holloway Ranch on the fringe of the slide at the top and
where Bassoff visited during his flight. The collapse of the mountain killed more
than 70 people in the small mining town of Frank. Courtesy: Glenbow Museum.




Pall bearers carry the body of Usher or Bailey from the
Anglican Church, Macleod, Alberta.
Courtesy, RCMP Historical Collections Unit, Regina, Saskatchewan.

The funeral carriage with the coffin of Corporal Ernest Usher
accompanied by honour guard.
Courtesy, RCMP Historical Collections Unit, Regina.

Graveside ceremony for Constable Bailey.
Courtesy, RCMP Historical Collections Unit,
Regina, Saskatchewan.




Alex Alexandra’s Hotel at Pincher Station as it appeared in 1920
and containing the store where Bassoff purchased
food shortly before his capture.
Photo courtesy of Pincher Creek and District Historical Society,.
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Artist’s illustration of Tom Bassoft
appearing in the Arizona Republic, August 23, 1920.




Portrait of Maitland Stewart McCarthy, 1920.
Photo courtesy of Legal Archives Society of Alberta (LASA).

Portrait photograph of Joseph D. Matheson.
Photo courtesy of Legal Archives Society of Alberta (LASA).
LASA Reference print from Lords of the Western Bench, (1997).




Portrait of John W. McDonald in his barrister’s robes
after his appointment as King’s Counsel, 1919.
Photo courtesy of Legal Archives Society of Alberta (LASA).
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This photo taken during a re-enactment of the shooing of Bailey and
Usher, and no doubt prejudicial to Bassoft’s defence, was entered
into evidence during the trial. Photo: Glenbow Archives
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The cost of hanging Bassoff. T.]. Wakelin was likely the hangman.
His main tool, the rope, cost all of two dollars. PAA, Acc. No. 69.294, File 3.

Library and Archives Canada,
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The former Bellevue Café, now with signage
Bellevue Restaurant,
as it appeared in 2020. The open space to the
left is where
Office of the Justice of the Peace stood.




Source: PAA, Acc. No. 1969.0294, Item 4.




