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“Hill has practiced and taught criminal 
and correctional law for forty years...he is 
a measured, straightforward writer who 
includes a lot of legal details and mentions 
of paperwork, perhaps an honest 
reflection of the bulk of a real attorney’s 
job (versus the network TV version).”  
 — Eve Thomas,  
       Montreal Review of Books.”
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Acts of Darkness provides a stark examination of notorious 
criminals and the systems meant to control them. It 
critiques how, despite efforts to make our criminal justice 
and correctional practices more humane, we continue to 
accept methods that often undermine public safety. Through 
the stories of these criminals, the book reveals the myths 
surrounding rehabilitation and exposes the realities of a 
system that often fails to prepare offenders for reintegration 
into society. Acts of Darkness challenges readers to confront 
the uncomfortable truths about the flaws and consequences 
of our current approach to justice.

ABOUT JOHN L. HILL ABOUT JOHN L. HILL 
John L. Hill is a retired Canadian lawyer 
known for his work in criminal and 
prison law, focusing on representing 
penitentiary inmates and individuals 
involved in some of Canada’s most 
complex cases. He is a triple graduate 
of Queen’s University with degrees 
in political science and law, and he 
also holds an LL.M. in Constitutional 

Law from Osgoode Hall. Throughout his career, Hill has 
handled high-profile cases, including those involving 
solitary confinement and wrongful convictions. He has 
written extensively, including the book *Pine Box Parole*, 
where he examines how the prison system can exacerbate 
criminal behaviour. He continues to write about crime and 
imprisonment, shedding light on the flaws within Canada’s 
legal system. John L. Hill lives in Cobourg, Ontario.
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